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David Banisar, Freedom of Information and access to government record laws around the world, May 2004.
(Available at http://www.privacyinternational.org)

i. The Public's Right to Know: Principles on Freedom of Information Legislation (Article XXI, June 1999)

il http://www.privacyinternational.org/countries/pakistan/pk-foia-1002.html

iv. Javed Jabbar and Qazi Faez Isa, Mass Media Laws and Regulations in Pakistan, AMIC (1997) offer the texts and
analysis of all these laws. However for new media related laws see, Grace Under Pressure, Pakistan State of Media
and Press Freedom Report 2002-03 by Green Press and Internews.

V. Complete Text of SAFMA's National Media Declaration available at:
http://www.southasianmedia.net/conference/National_Conference/index.htm

Vi. Nawaz Sharif vs. President of Pakistan, PLD 1993 SC473.

Vii. Article 89 of 1973 Constitution explains the life of an ordinance promulgated by the President

viii. For detailed history see a case study on Pakistan by I. A. Rehman in Global Trends on the Right to Information: A
Survey of South Asia, July 2001 (http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org)

iX. The verdict came as a result of a complaint by Consumers Rights Commission of Pakistan and Center for Civic

Education Pakistan on April 6, 2004. CRCP and CGE embarked on a campaign to seek information from various
federal government institutions by invoking FOI-2002 and succeeded in getting the requested information. Copy of
verdict attached as Appendix B.

X. http://www.freedominfo.org/survey.htm

Xi. The Public’s Right to Know: Principles on Freedom of Information Legislation available at the Thematic and Standard
setting Publications section of http://www.article19.org

Xii. Comparison of Information Laws, The News International (Islamabad Edition) Tuesday, June 22, 2004

Xiii. Javed Jabbar and Qazi Faez Isa, Mass Media Laws and Regulations in Pakistan, AMIC (1997) P. 61
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Excerpts from the

Freedom of Information-2002 Ordinance
(Ordinance No XCVI of 2002)

Type of Information available under FOI-2002

7. Declaration of public record.- Subject to the provision of section 8, the following record of public bodies are hereby
declaredto be the public record, namely:-

a) Policies and guidelines;

b) Transactions involving acquisition and disposal of property and expenditure undertaken by a public
body inthe performance of its duties;

C) Information regarding grant of licenses, allotments and other benefits and privileges and contract
and agreements made by a public body;

d) Final orders and decisions, including decisions relating to members of public; and

e) Any other record which may be notified by the Federal Government as public record for the

purposes of this Ordinance.
Type of Information exempted under FOI-2002

8. Exclusion of certain record. - Nothing contained in section 7 shall apply to the following record of all public bodies,
namely:-

a) Notings onthefiles;

b) Minutes of meetings;

C) Any intermediary opinion or recommendation;

d) Record of the banking companies and financial institutions relating to the accounts of their
customers;

e) Record relating to defence forces, defence installations or connected therewith or ancillary to
defence and national security;

f) Record declared as classified by the Federal Government;

Q) Record relating to the personal privacy of any individual;

h) Record of private documents furnished to a public body either on an express or implied condition
thatinformation contained in any such documents shall not be disclosed to a third person; and

i) Any other record which the Federal Government may, in public interest, exclude from the purview of

this Ordinance.

15. International Relations.-

(1) Information may be exempt if its disclosure would be likely to cause grave and significant damage
tothe interests of Pakistan in the conduct of international relations.

2) Inthe Section, “international relations” means relations between Pakistan and:
a) The government of any other foreign State; or
b) An organisation of which only States are members.

16. Disclosure harmful to law enforcement. - Information may be exempt if its disclosure is likely to:

a) Resultinthe commission of an offence;
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