PlL

Pakistan Institute of

MONITOR

Political Parties’ Internal Democracy
August 2016

B




PILDAT
Monitor

POLITICAL PARTIES’ INTERNAL DEMOCRACY
August 2016

This monitor is meant to identify key developments during the month on Internal Democracy
of Political Parties in Pakistan. In this issue:

.] Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) —Party Leadership Crisis
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MQM Hunger Strike Camp outside Karachi Press Club

On August 17,2016, some of the leaders and workers of MQM started a 'hunger strike till death' outside the
Karachi Press Club against what they called were extrajudicial killings and arrests of their fellow party
workers.' This hunger strike ended on August 22, 2016, upon the orders of the MQM Chief Mr. Altaf
Hussain, after a five-member delegation of MQM met with the Chief Minister of Sindh, Mr. Murad Ali
Shah at the CM House bringing to his notice the party s reservations over the on-going operation in Karachi
and the alleged political victimisation of MQM." However, on the same day, Mr. Altaf Hussain decided to
make a speech at the hunger strike camp in which he not only instigated his listeners to attack the media but
also chanted slogans carrying anti-Pakistan sentiments.

Some of the workers of the party acted upon his orders and attacked two media houses resulting in the death
of one individual while 11 others were injured.’ Many people were taken by surprise, including the party
leaders, by Mr. Altaf Hussain's spiteful discourse that ensued in such violence. Following this speech, the
Pakistan-based leadership of the party announced their disassociation from Mr. Altaf Hussain and stated
that all “decision-making matters” of the party would now be dealt by the Rabita Committee (Coordination
Committee) Pakistan and not Rabita Committee London. At a press conference held on August 23,2016 in
Karachi by MQM leaders, Dr. Farooq Sattar, Deputy Convenor of the party, said, “We have decided that,
from now on, all decisions will be taken by the MQM-Pakistan. If there's another MQM which believes in
Pakistan-bashing, then let us know so we can form another party or take a new flag.”

1. MQM hunger strike continues, The Nation, August 21, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at
http://nation.com.pk/national/21-Aug-2016/mgm-hunger-strike-continues
2. MQM ends hunger strike, Geo News, August 22, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at
https://www.geo.tv/latest/112190-MQM-ends-hunger-strike
3. Media houses attacked, vehicles set on fire after Altaf's vitriolic speech, DAWN, August 23, 2016, as accessed on
September 12, 2016 at http://www.dawn.com/news/1279376/media-houses-attacked-vehicles-set-on-fire-after-altafs-
vitriolic-speech
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Mr. Altaf Hussain, through MQM's spokesperson Mr. Wasay Jalil,
made a public apology on social media, stating that he was under
severe mental stress over the extra-judicial arrests of his party
workers and the risky condition of his workers sitting at the hunger
strike camp.”

MQM Deputy Convenor Dr. Farooq Sattar addressing a Press Conference

A few hours after the MQM Pakistan leadership cut off all ties with
Mr. Altaf Hussain, an official notification through MQM London
office, shared by MQM Convenor Mr. Nadeem Nusrat, was issued
stating the handing over of complete powers of the party to the
Rabita Committee in Pakistan.’ “I am handing over complete power
related to policy making, decision making as well as organisational
authority to the Rabita Committee,” the MQM chief stated.

The saga did not end here and on August 27, 2016," another press
conference was held by the (now) head of MQM Pakistan, Dr.
Farooq Sattar, in which the declaration of complete disconnection
with Mr. Altaf Hussain and the London office was made. Whereas
on August 23,2016, Dr. Farooq Sattar had only dissociated the party
from the MQM chief's anti-Pakistan remarks and his power to make
decisions for the party, this time he clarified the ambiguous situation
by stating, “We have completely dissociated ourselves from Altaf
Hussain 'sahib' and the London office. Now the MQM-Pakistan will

make its own policies and take decisions which would have nothing
to do with London secretariat.” In order to further clarify any
confusions, on August 31,2016, a meeting of the Rabita Committee
Pakistan members chaired by Dr. Farooq Sattar took place in
Karachi in which they sat down to discuss amendments to the
party's constitution.

Dr. Farooq Sattar, now party leader, said that the party had now been
made officially independent from any directions that could come
from the London office.” Along with a number of other party
decisions, a key decision that was made in the meeting was
omission of Article 9 (b) in the party constitution which stated: The
Central Co-ordination Committee shall seek guidance from Mr.
Altaf Hussain being the founder and ideologue, on the major issues,
if it deem fit for ratification.

The MQM was founded in 1984 and since then Mr. Altaf Hussain
had remained its supreme leader, though Convenors and Deputy
Convenors had been changing from time to time. In the past, Mr.
Altaf Hussain had repeatedly suspended, removed and reinstated
members of the Rabita Committee and at times even the entire
Committee. It has always been understood that he was not merely
an ideologue but held all the supreme executive powers of the party.
Despite political ups and downs in Pakistan and London for MQM
and its leader, the all-powerful position of Mr. Altaf Hussain as head
of'the party had always remained intact.

Although the current alienation of the party with its founder has
come about through a process of consultation among the members
of the Rabita Committee Pakistan, it is still unclear how much
support Mr. Altaf Hussain has in reality actually lost in the party and
how much independent the party in Pakistan has become from the
London office.

& Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) —
Parliamentary Party Meeting takes place
after 2.5 years

On August 4, 2016, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Parliamentary
Leader of the PML-N in the National Assembly of Pakistan
convened a parliamentary party meeting after a lapse over 2 years.
The last such meeting had taken place on January 27, 2014. It is
reported in the media that over 250 PML-N parliamentarians
participated in the meeting where the Prime Minister spoke at
length about development projects on-going in the country. The
Prime Minister, however, did not hear out any of the problems of his
parliamentarians.” In fact, it has been reported that the Prime
Minister even snubbed one of the MNA's, Chaudhry Asadur
Rehman, who was asked to stop talking and sit back in his seat.
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Altaf apologises to military, DAWN, August 23, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at http://www.dawn.com/news/1279430
Official notification from MQM London, Mr. Nadeem Nusrat's Tweet, August 23, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at

6.  MQM in uncharted waters as Sattar ditches Altaf, DAWN, August 28, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at http://www.dawn.com/news/1280497/mgm-in-

uncharted-waters-as-sattar-ditches-altaf

7. MQM amends constitution, Express Tribune, August 31, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at http://tribune.com.pk/story/1173542/mgm-amends-constitution-

wont-seek-altafs-endorsement-decisions/

8. Ruling party lawmakers gain access to PM, Express Tribune, August 5, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at http:/tribune.com.pk/story/1156092/last-ruling-

party-lawmakers-gain-access-pm/
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Neither any official presser of this meeting was released by the
Prime Minister's office nor the PML-N secretariat released any
minutes of the meeting.

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)—Senator Saeed
Ghani asked to leave office of Parliamentary
Leader in the Senate

(©

On July 30, 2016, Senator Saced Ghani was appointed Adviser to
the Sindh Chief Minister, Mr. Murad Ali Shah, on Labour Affairs.’
In light of this development, on August 10, 2016, Chairman PPP Mr.
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, asked Senator Saeed Ghani to retain his
seat in the Senate but quit as the party's Parliamentary Leader.

Recently, PILDAT had conducted a study on the parliamentary
performance of Senators during the year 2015-2016 in which
Senator Saeed Ghani had emerged as one of the top 3 Senators. "

Most of the mainstream political parties fail to
submit Statement of Accounts to ECPin due time

Under Section 13 of the Political Parties Order, 2002, political
parties, which are enlisted with the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), are required to file details of their accounts,
liabilities, expenses and sources of income within 60 days after the

close of a financial year. If a political party fails to do so, they stand
disqualified from being allotted election symbols to take part in the
electoral process.

It is reported in the media that the ECP wrote a reminder letter to
political parties to submit statements of their accounts, otherwise,
they would not be able to take part in upcoming by-polls of the
National Assembly and provincial assemblies or even in local
government elections. The deadline to do so was August 29, 2016.
However, the attempt produced no significant results. Only 8 out of
the 333 parties registered with ECP submitted their accounts as
stated in a notice issued by the ECP on August 31,2016. "

The 8 political parties include the following:

Awami Muslim League Pakistan
Islami Tehreek Pakistan

Jamat Ahl-e-Hadith Pakistan
Pakistan Muslim League (J)
Awami National Party

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaniat
Jamat-e-Islami Pakistan
Pakistan Women Muslim League
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Most of the mainstream political parties, including the ruling party
in the centre (PML-N) and the provincial ruling parties (PTI, PPP-
P), failed to submit Statement of Accounts to the ECP in due time.

9.  Sindh cabinet gets 7 new faces, Express Tribune, July 30, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at http://tribune.com.pk/story/1152446/nine-member-new-sindh-

cabinet-sworn/
10.

PILDAT Scorecards on Honourable Senators' Performance, 2015-16, as accessed here

http://www.pildat.org/Publications/publication/Democracy&LegStr/MappingFuturePoliticalLeadershipofPakistan ScorecardsonHonourableSenatorsPerformance 20

15-2016.pdf

11. ECP Press Release, August 31, 2016, as accessed on September 12, 2016 at http:/www.ecp.gov.pk/PrintDocument.aspx?Pressld=43557&type=Image
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