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Table 1: Literacy Rate in Pakistan since 1951

Year Male Female Total Urban Rural Age group

1951 19.2% 12.2% 16.4% -- --
One who can read 
a clear print in 
any language

All Ages

1961 26.9% 8.2% 16.3% 34.8% 10.6%

One who is able to 
read with 
understanding a 
simple letter in 
any language

Age 5 and 
above

1972 30.2% 11.6% 21.7% 41.5% 14.3%

One who is able to 
read and write in 
some language with 
understanding

Age 10 and 
Above

1981 35.1% 16.0% 26.2% 47.1% 17.3%

One who can read 
newspaper and 
write a simple 
letter

Age 10 and 
Above

1998 54.8% 32.0% 43.9% 63.1% 33.6% One who can read 
a newspaper and 
write a simple 
letter, in any 
language

Age 10 and 
Above2004 66.2% 41.8% 54% 71% 44%

2009 69% 45% 57% 74% 48%

Definition of 
being "literate"

Figure1: Literacy Map of Pakistan

2013-2012
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Table 2: Government Expenditure on Education

Source: Ministry of Finance

 Punjab 

National
 

GDP (at market prices) 

National Education 
Expenditure as % of GDP

 Punjabs GDP as 
proportion of national GDP

 Punjabs GDP 

Punjabs education 
expenditure as % of its GDP

2001-02
          27.5 31.7 44.7 50.6 55.9 71.4 76.2 104.0 107.3 143.5 

66.3
 

78.4
 

97.7
 

116.9
 

141.7
 

162.1
 

187.7
 

240.4
 

259.5
 

322.3
 

 
4,452

 
4,876

 
5,640

 
6,499

 
7,623

 
8,673

 
10,243

 
12,724

 
14,837

 
18,063

 

1.5%
 

1.6%
 

1.7%
 

1.8%
 

1.9%
 

1.9%
 

1.8%
 

1.9%
 

1.7%
 

1.8%
 

54% 55% 56% 57% 58% 59% 60% 60% 61% 61%

2,404 2,682 3,158 3,704
 4,421 5,117 6,146 7,634 9,050 11,108 

1.1% 1.2% 1.4% 1.4% 1.3% 1.4% 1.2% 1.4% 1.2% 1.3% 

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Figure 2: Literacy Rate in Pakistan (1951-2009)

Males
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Total
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12.20% 8.20% 11.60%

16.40%

19.20%

16.30%

26.90%

21.70%
26.20%

16.00%

32.00%

41.75%30.20%
35.10% 33.90%

54.80% 54%
57%
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66.25%
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Table 3: Pakistan's Progress on MGDs

Access to improved water 
source

Selected MDG Indicators Punjab Sindh Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Balochistan

U5 Mortality Rate 
(Per 1000 live Births)

Headcount Index 

Primary Enrollment Rate

Literacy rate

GPI for Primary Education

Youth Literacy GPI

IMR (per 1000 live births)

Proportion of Fully 
immunised Children

Lady Health Workers 
Coverage

Maternal Mortality Ratio
Contraceptive Prevalence
Rate

Antenatal Care Coverage

Forest Cover

2001-02

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2007-08

2007-08

2008-09

2008-09

2006-07

2006-07

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

26

62

59

0.9

n/a

111

77

85

55

227

32.2

38

n/a

28

n/a

100

88

1

n/a

52

40

n/a

100

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

2001-02

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2003-04

2003-04

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2006-07

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

31

54

59

0.81

n/a

112

71

69

46

345-350

22

40

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

100

140

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2007-08

2007-08

2006-07

2007-08

2008-09

2010

2006-07

2007-08

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

39

52

50

0.72

0.44

75

78

73

58

275

38.6

49

17.4

73

20

80

75

1

1

n/a

40

>90

n/a

140

70

n/a

n/a

n/a

2005-06

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

2003-04

2003-04

2008-09

2008-09

2006-07

2006-07

2008-09

2008-09

2008-09

50.9

44

45

0.58

n/a

158

104

43

28

758

25

14

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Data 
Year

Progress 
to date

Target
2015

Data 
Year

Progress 
to date

Target
2015

Data 
Year

Progress 
to date

Target
2015

Data 
Year

Progress 
to date

Target
2015

2013-2012
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Table 4: Selected District-wise Education Indicators

Literacy 
Rate 10+ 
Years

Adult Literacy 
Rate 15+ 
years

Adult Literacy 
Rate 15 - 24 
years

Net intake in 
primary 
edu (6 years)

Primary 
NAR 
(5-9 years)

Middle / 
Secondary 
NAR

Primary Education facility within 2 Kms

Private 
Girls

Private 
Boys

Govt 
Girls

Govt 
Boys

Source: MICS 2007-08)

 

 

        

 
The Punjab  59  56 73 38 53 29 93 91 75 74 

1 Male  69  66 79 39 54 30 - - - - 

2 Female  50  45 68 38 52 28 - - - - 

3 Rural  52  48 67 35 49 23 91 89 57 56 

4 All Urban  75  72 85 48 64 41 96 96 98 98 

5 Major City  77  75 87 49 64 43 95 95 99 99 

6 Other Urban
 

72
 

69
 

84
 

46
 

63
 

39
 

97
 

97
 

97
 

97
 

Districts
 

 
 

          
1 Bahawalpur  45 42 58 36 43 19 84 79 53 52 

2
 

Bahawalnagar
 

49 46 62 30 46 21 95 92 45 45 

3
 

R. Y. Khan
 

44
 

41
 

56
 

23
 

37
 

17
 

87
 

86
 

46
 

46
 

4
 

D. G. Khan
 

44
 

40
 

45
 

22
 

33
 

16
 

84
 

77
 

55
 

55
 

5
 

Layyah
 

53
 

48
 

67
 

37
 

47
 

24
 

84
 

80
 

51
 

51
 

6
 

Muzaffargarh

 

45
 

41
 

55
 

28
 

40
 

17
 

81
 

74
 

51
 

51
 

7
 

Rajanpur
 

33
 

30
 

43
 

17
 

27
 

12
 

79
 

74
 

47
 

45
 

8
 

Faisalabad
 

66
 

62
 

79
 

43
 

59
 

33
 

98
 

99
 

99
 

100
 

9
 

Jhang
 

51
 

47
 

64
 

35
 

47
 

22
 

88
 

86
 

64
 

64
 

10
 

T.T Singh
 

63
 

59
 

79
 

44
 

60
 

34
 

98
 

98
 

83
 

83
 

11
 

Gujranwala
 

72
 

68
 

87
 

41
 

60
 

36
 

98
 

99
 

100
 

100
 

12
 

Gujrat
 

74
 

71
 

90
 

51
 

69
 

42
 

99
 

97
 

94
 

92
 

13
 

Hafizabad
 

58
 

53
 

75
 

40
 

60
 

27
 

98
 

97
 

98
 

98
 

14
 

M. B. Din
 

65
 

59
 

85
 

46
 

61
 

32
 

99
 

99
 

99
 

99
 

15
 

Narowal
 

69
 

63
 

86
 

53
 

68
 

37
 

98
 

98
 

97
 

97
 

16
 

Sialkot
 

73
 

69
 

88
 

48
 

65
 

42
 

99
 

99
 

96
 

96
 

17
 

Lahore
 

74
 

72
 

84
 

47
 

61
 

40
 

94
 

94
 

100
 

99
 

18
 

Kasur
 

49
 

44
 

64
 

28
 

46
 

21
 

92
 

88
 

67
 

66
 

19
 

Nankana
 

55
 

50
 

71
 

36
 

54
 

27
 

98
 

97
 

77
 

78
 

20
 

Sheikhupura
 

60
 

56
 

74
 

37
 

53
 

29
 

97
 

96
 

84
 

84
 

21
 

Multan
 

53
 

49
 

66
 

42
 

51
 

26
 

92
 

90
 

93
 

93
 

22
 

Khanewal
 

56
 

51
 

70
 

39
 

54
 

26
 

97
 

96
 

74
 

74
 

23
 

Lodhran
 

45
 

41
 

60
 

32
 

42
 

18
 

90
 

90
 

65
 

56
 

24
 

Vehari
 

50
 

46
 

65
 

39
 

54
 

21
 

98
 

99
 

78
 

78
 

25
 

Rawalpindi
 

81
 

78
 

94
 

53
 

68
 

47
 

96
 

96
 

98
 

98
 

26
 

Attock
 

63
 

59
 

81
 

51
 

67
 

37
 

98
 

98
 

96
 

96
 

27
 

Chakwal
 

72
 

69
 

91
 

67
 

77
 

39
 

96
 

96
 

98
 

97
 

28
 

Jhelum
 

77
 

74
 

93
 

58
 

69
 

43
 

97
 

97
 

94
 

87
 

29
 

Sahiwal
 

56
 

52
 

69
 

44
 

61
 

30
 

98
 

95
 

84
 

84
 

30
 

Okara
 

52
 

47
 

66
 

42
 

54
 

25
 

93
 

91
 

71
 

71
 

31
 

Pakpattan
 

48
 

43
 

63
 

28
 

50
 

18
 

96
 

91
 

66
 

66
 

32
 

Sargodha
 

60
 

56
 

76
 

31
 

50
 

31
 

96
 

97
 

96
 

96
 

33
 

Bhakkar
 

51
 

46
 

64
 

41
 

54
 

25
 

89
 

88
 

98
 

99
 

34
 

Khushab
 

58
 

53
 

75
 

27
 

44
 

25
 

92
 

91
 

98
 

98
 

35 Mianwali 57 53 73 38 53 26 91 89 91 90            

2013-2012



Literacy Rate  Districts above Education Index Mean  

  

  

 

 

Figure 3: Net Primary Enrolment Ratio: Literacy Age Profile
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Figure 6-Literacy Age Profile
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Figure 4: Human Development Index of Pakistan

Human development Index
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Table 5: MTDF targets 2012-2015
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Policy Intervention  
Targets Achievements   

Upgradation of 
schools (primary to 
middle / high level)

 

1,000 853 400 300 300 

Training of school 
teachers and managers

 150,000 120,000 150,100 175,300 200,000 

Provision of computer 
labs in 1000 
elementary schools in 
Punjab 

- - 1,000   

Provision of missing 
facilities 

1,500 1,613 2,000 1,500 1,500 

Provision of science 
lab equipment in 1000 
highly enrolled high / 
HSS schools 

 
 1,000 500 500 

Capacity building of 
school councils 

15,204 26,000 

2014-152013-142012-13
(2011-12)(2011-12)

2013-2012
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